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OG, a common domestic
animal, intelligent and
faithful to man, yet be-
longing to the same fam-
ily as the wolf, the
coyote, the jackal and
the fox. That the dog is
so remarkably different
from these enemies of
man is the result of many
centuries of domestica-
tion. Man tamed the dog
in a day before the earli-
est history was written,
and while he is docile
and obedient, as a rule, there are instances
in plenty when he momentarily drops the
veneer of civilization and reverts to type,
bristling hair and bared teeth proving his
kinship with the snarling wolf.

The Bog in History. The dog has been
almost universally the most intimate friend
of man. The annual overflow of the Nile
which makes cultivation of the valley pos-
sible comes at the same time as the appear-
ance of a certain star above the horizon.
The ancient Egyptians called this Sirius,
or the "dogstar;" they associated the faith-
fulness and watchfulness of th- dog with
the star which appeared as a blessing on
their industry. Some nations, especially the
Hebrews and Hindus, regarded the dog as
unclean. In Mohammedan and Hindu coun-
tries the most degrading epithet that could
be applied to anybody was "dog." This
epithet seems to be due to their hatred of
their enemies rather than to a dislike of the
dog: when the Israelites saw that their
Egyptian enemies worshiped the dog, their
hatred of the Egyptians made them think
of the dog as an enemy. So, too, the Moham-
medan or the Hindu, who saw the affection of
the Christian for Ms dog, disliked the dog
just as much as he disliked the dog's master.
Until the beginning of the Christian Era
the dog seems to have been used only as the
defender of the home and a friend and com-
panion of the master. Now he was trained
to pursue other animals. Whether this
training developed the peculiarities of the
"hunting dog" or whether only dogs that
showed these peculiarities were chosen for
training, is not important. The fact re-
mains that for many years dogs were rough-
ly classed as "sporting" and "non-sporting."
The swiftness and the highly developed

power of scent are most noticeable in the
sporting dogs, such as the pointers, setters
and terriers.

It is not unlikely that all dogs sprang
from one common source, but climate, food,
and cross-breeding caused variations which
in turn led to further breeding for special
purposes. These variations have made some
dogs better fitted for some purposes than
any other dogs and so the breeding has
gone on till there are now about two hun-
dred breeds of domestic dogs.

Some have long, slender legs (for
example, the greyhound); some have short,
stout legs (for instance, the dachshund).
Some have long, silky hair; some are almost
hairless. Some have small, erect ears; others
have long and tapering ears.

Classification. No entirely satisfactory
classification of the different breeds of do-
mestic dogs has been made; authorities do
not all agree, but the following will serve for
general purposes:

(1)  Wolflike   dogs.     This   class   includes
dogs of a large size, with long- hair and erect
ears, resembling the wolf in general appear-
ance.   Examples are the Eskimo dog and the
collie.

(2)  Greyhounds.     Dogs   of   this   class   are
slender, have fine, soft short hair and little
power of scent.    They are very fleet runners.

(3)  Spaniels.   This class is characterized by
their   long,   hanging   ears   and   curly   coats.
They all like the water and are used in hunt-
ing.    The Saint  Bernard and Newfoundland
are conspicuous examples.

(4)  Hounds.    Hounds are distinguished by
their short hair, long noses and long, hang-
ing ears, and by the keen scent which guides
them in tracing game.

(5)  Mastiffs.    These dogs have large heads
and large, strong jaws, as in case of the bull-
dog-

(6)  Terriers.    This is a distinct class, in-
cluding many varieties, which differ widely
from one another.    They have short or long
hair, the ears are erect and the bodies are
usually light.

The Dog as a Friend. We know that the
dog has always been the companion and
friend of his master, A dog will recognize
Hs master's step or his voice; even if the
dog cannot see or hear Mm he will recognize
the scent. No other animal is so faithful
to man; man appreciates and returns the
devotion of tine dog. One of the noblest
tributes to the dog is part of an address to
a jury made by Senator George Graham
Vest during the trial of a man who had shot
a fine dog belonging to a neighbor. The